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Lisa Roberson
The Chronicle-Telegram

ELYRIA — Last spring, Open Door
Christian School teacher Matt Loescher
was among more than a dozen teachers
at the small private school who had to
tell school officials how he would use
technology in the classroom if selected
to win brand-new iPads for his room.

But Loescher, who is in his 11th year
of teaching, said he had never been on
an iPad before that moment.

“But I went on the Internet and got
one fast,” he said. “I played around with
it for a few hours, and it really opened
my eyes to what I could do in the class-
room. So I told the school I would
replace my textbooks and develop my
own website, where the material is com-
ing from me moreso than a textbook.”

Wednesday afternoon that plan was
demonstrated in his classroom.
Loescher won the contest and now has a
technologically enhanced classroom
that boasts 25 iPad 2s, a 55-inch interac-
tive HDTV and a Mac Pro XP.

“I’m the most popular man on cam-
pus right now,” said the 34-year-old
teacher. “It’s not because of me. It’s
because of what’s in my room.”

The iPads sit on a cart by his door. At
the start of each class period, students
grab the handheld devices and start
their work.

“Sometimes, it’s the mundane work
like taking notes, and other times they
are taking quizzes on there or seeking
out information to questions they may
have,” Loescher said. “They are blogging
and expressing their ideas with me and
their classmates. On a rare occasion, we
may go to our textbooks, but most of the
time the information is at their finger-
tips and my day is not about the regurgi-
tation of facts. It’s how to show them
how to find the information they need to
answer questions.”

Across the education spectrum, text-
books are being tossed for gadgets in a
number of ways. From iPads in class-
rooms and online textbooks to podcasts
and distance learning lessons across
continents, educators are moving to
embrace 21st-century learning.

“It is absolutely where teaching is at
and where it is going,” said Charles
Rudd, a technology implementation
specialist with Elyria Schools. “Part of
21st-century teaching and learning
includes actually publishing the work of
the student. Then, the classroom
becomes a part of the world. It’s an
incredible way of interfacing with dis-
tricts across the state and the world, and
encouraging a new way of learning.”

Rudd, who started out as a second-
grade teacher at Crestwood Elementary,
came to the district seven years ago after
almost two decades in business. His first

career was technology-based, and Rudd
has used those skills to help fellow
teachers incorporate SmartBoards in
the classrooms. He even wrote an
accompanying SmartBoard computer
program for a reading program called
Wilson Fundations.

This year, Rudd is out of the classroom
and is responsible for teaching teachers
how to implement more technology into
daily lessons. Getting an iPad or laptop
into the hands of a student is only one
part of technology implementation.
Teachers likewise have to be trained on
how to use things, he said.

“I know how teachers can struggle
with new technology,” he said. “But once

they see how it can change the class-
room they only want to use more. We
focus on SmartBoards in Elyria because
they are a great interactive tool, but
unless a teacher is taught how to use all
of its interactive capabilities, it is noth-
ing more than a very expensive white-
board.”

Ann Schloss, director of academic
services, said Rudd’s position was
designed to give teachers a resource on
all of the different implementations they
may come across, whether it’s a new
website or new gadget. When new soft-
ware is introduced in the district, Rudd
learns it backward and forward and
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Matt Loescher, a social studies teacher at Open Door Christian School,
heads a seventh-grade class that won a technology classroom makeover
of Apple iPads for the class. He uses an Apple laptop, and the class also
has an electronic whiteboard that he’s pointing to.

iPadagogy An Open Door teacher
wins grant for tech in
classroom and finds
it changes everything

Bank robbery conviction nixed over search

Brad Dicken
The Chronicle-Telegram

A federal appeals court has thrown
out Robert Starnes Jr.’s conviction for
three 2010 bank robberies because of
how investigators went about obtain-
ing much of the physical evidence
used against him during his trial.

Starnes has long argued that the
searches of his Sheffield Lake apart-
ment and his vehicle were illegal
because they were conducted on the
grounds that he was under the super-
vision of the Ohio Adult Parole
Authority, which doesn’t need a war-
rant to search a parolee’s home or
vehicle.

In a decision announced Wednes-
day, the 6th U.S. Circuit Court of
Appeals agreed, ruling that U.S. Dis-
trict Court Judge David Dowd Jr. erred
when he refused to grant Starnes’
request to suppress the evidence
gathered by the FBI and other police
agencies during the search.

Starnes is currently serving a 15-
year term in federal prison for rob-
bing the Lorain National Bank branch
on North Ridge Road in Elyria Town-
ship of $4,616 on June 28, 2010. He is
accused of stealing $4,653 during a
July 14, 2010, robbery of the FirstMerit
Bank branch in Amherst and another
$1,845 from the Chase Bank branch in

Sheffield Lake on July
21, 2010.

The Parole Author-
ity, along with the FBI
and local police,
arrested Starnes, who
they suspected was
the robber, in his
apartment the day
after the Chase rob-

bery on the grounds that he was a
parole violator because Starnes hadn’t
been reporting to his parole officer.

But Starnes and his wife, Kimberly
Starnes, insisted to those raiding their
apartment that they had no right to
be there because Starnes wasn’t actu-
ally on parole.

As proof, they pointed to a March
2010 order from Lorain County Com-
mon Pleas Judge Christopher

Rothgery in which the judge told the
Parole Authority to stop monitoring
Starnes because the judge had con-
verted his parole in two 1993 cases to
probation as part of a plea deal in
2005.

An attorney with the Ohio Depart-
ment of Rehabilitation and Correc-
tion, which oversees the Parole
Authority, later sent Rothgery an
email explaining that the state didn’t
believe his order was valid and
intended to continue monitoring
Starnes. Rothgery has previously said
he was allowed to change Starnes’
parole to probation under the laws in
effect at the time he did so.

The state never appealed the deci-
sion and later declared Starnes a
parole violator when he stopped
checking in with his parole officer.

Rothgery denied several requests by
Starnes to hold the Parole Authority in
contempt of court for violating his
order.

Citing another case, the appeals
court wrote that the Parole Authority’s
failure to adhere to Rothgery’s order
“erodes public confidence in law
enforcement” and “undermines the
rule of law itself.”

“Contrary to the government’s sug-
gestion, the APA has no authority to
disregard a binding court order sim-
ply because it disagreed with the sen-
tencing judge’s legal analysis,” the
decision said. “A law enforcement
agency has no power to deliberately
ignore a court order.”

The appeals court also wrote that

Court says Parole Authority had no right
to ignore court order and search suspect

Starnes
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Chelsea Miller
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AMHERST — Tough Mudder
may be returning to the area,
according to an email sent to
city officials from Barb Bickel,
executive director of Visit
Lorain County.

Tough Mudder, an extreme
obstacle course boasted as the
“toughest event on the
planet,” made its home at the
Amherst Quarry in early April.
The weekend event brought
approximately $1 million in
revenue to Lorain County,
according to Bickel.

Mudder participants trav-
eled from across Ohio, Michi-
gan and even as far as Aruba to
complete the obstacle course
in Amherst. Bickel said hotels
were filled and restaurants
packed during the weekend of
the event.

Bickel wrote in her email to
community leaders, “Tough
Mudder was very happy with
the enthusiasm and participa-
tion of Lorain County as a

whole. They would like to
come back again this year but,
for various reasons, are look-
ing for a different site to hold
the event.”

According to Bickel, Tough
Mudder officials are looking
for 450 acres of land with some
parking available on-site with
shuttling to and from parking
areas as an option. The site,
which would preferably be
“farm field,” would need to be
closed off for approximately
one week leading up to the
event.

Bickel said she is looking for
someone who would be will-
ing to rent land for the event,
which is slated to take place
April 27 and 28.

“They are looking for some-
one to develop a relationship
and return multiple years,” she
wrote.

Bickel did not return calls
for comment Wednesday, and
a Tough Mudder spokesperson
could not be reached.

Contact Chelsea Miller at 329-7123
or cmiller@chroniclet.com.

Tough Mudder may be
back, but not at quarry

Chelsea Miller
The Chronicle-Telegram

VERMILION — A 65-year-
old Wakeman man was
arrested after a 12-year-old
boy said he saw the man mas-
turbating in a car outside of
Sailorway Middle School.

On Sept. 11, police received
a report that the man, later
identified as Billy McCauley,
was masturbating in the park-
ing lot as students were leav-
ing from school. A 12-year-old
was walking to his mother’s car
when he saw McCauley, who
was reportedly “playing with
himself,” police said.

The boy told his mother
McCauley had his shorts
pulled down, his shirt pulled
up to his bellybutton and his
hand was on his genitals,
“massaging” it. The boy’s
mother asked her son if
McCauley had said anything to
him, but the boy said he did
not.

The boy’s mother said she
walked by McCauley, who she

said was in a reclined position
in his car, with his shorts
pulled up higher on one side
and his shirt pulled up to his
belly button.

Police later located
McCauley, who said he was in
the parking lot to pick up his
grandchild from school.
McCauley said he had his win-
dows rolled down and his shirt
rolled up because of the heat,
but he denied he was mastur-
bating.

The investigation was then
sent to the city prosecutor,
who requested that McCauley
be charged with one count of
public indecency. He was
arrested Wednesday and later
released with a court date at 9
a.m. Oct. 2.

Contact Chelsea Miller at 329-7123
or cmiller@chroniclet.com.

Man accused
of indecency in
middle school lot

INSIDE
■ Man on house arrest
ahead of trial on charges of
public indecency, phone
harassment, B2
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